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THE OFFICE OF SETTING APART

READERS AND CHANTERS

He who is to be made a Taper-bearer is led by the Sub-Deacon into the center of the Church, before the beginning of the Divine Liturgy, and there maketh three reverences:  and turning, he saluteth the Bishop, thrice.  Then, drawing near to the Bishop, he boweth his head; and the Bishop signeth him, in crosswise form, on the head with his hand.  Then, laying his hand upon the candidate’s head, the Bishop saith the following Prayer:

O Lord, who enlightenest all created beings with the light of thy marvels, and knowest the intent of every man before it is formed, and strengthenest those who are desirous of serving thee:  Do thou, the same Lord, array in thy fair and spotless vesture this thy servant who desireth to become a Taper-bearer (these thy servants who desire to become Taper-bearers) before thy Holy Mysteries; that he (they) may be illumined; and that attaining unto the world to come he (they) may receive the incorruptible crown of life, and rejoice with thine elect in bliss everlasting.

For hallowed is thy Name, and glorified is thy kingdom, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now, and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
But when there is no Liturgy the Bishop beginneth as follows:
Blessed is our God always, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
Choir:  Amen.

Then shall be sung:

O Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth Who art everywhere and fillest all things, Treasury of Blessings, and Giver of Life: Come and abide in us, and cleanse us from every impurity, and save our souls, O Good One.

Holy God! Holy Mighty! Holy Immortal! Have mercy on us. (3x)
Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen.

O most holy Trinity: have mercy on us. O Lord:  cleanse us from our sins. O Master: pardon our transgressions. O Holy One: visit and heal our infirmities, for Thy name’s sake.

Lord, have mercy. (3x) 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen.

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Bishop: For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory: of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.

Choir:  Amen.  Lord, have mercy.  (12x)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen.
Then the Hymns (Tropar) for the Day shall be read.

But if there be a Liturgy, then O Heavenly King, and Holy God, and Our Father shall be omitted, and only the following Hymns shall be read:

O holy Apostles, entreat the merciful God that he will grant our souls remissions of their sins.
The grace from thy lips, shining forth like a beacon-fire, hath illumined the universe, and hath bestowed upon the world the treasure of non-avariciousness, and hath shown us the height of humility.  But as thou instructest us with thy words, O Father John Chrysostom, so also intercede thou with Christ-God, the Word, that our souls may be saved.
Thy voice is gone out into all the world, in that it hath received thy word, wherewith thou hast taught in manner well-pleasing unto God, hast expounded the nature of existing things, and hast adorned the customs of mankind.  O Royal Priesthood, Sainted Father, pray thou unto Christ our God, that our souls may be saved.
The shepherd’s reed of thy divine theology hath confounded the trumpets of the rhetoricians, the same being bestowed upon thee as upon one who hath searched out the deep things of the spirit, and grace of proclamation.  Wherefore, O Father Gregory, entreat thou Christ-God that our souls may be saved.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen.
Through the prayers of all the Saints, and of the Birth-giver of God, O Lord, grant us thy peace, and have mercy upon us:  for thou only art bountiful.
Then the Bishop sheareth the candidate’s head in the form of a cross, saying:

In the Name of the Father.
Then the Proto-Deacon, and the Reader, or a Chanter, shall say:

Amen.

Bishop:  And of the Son.

Proto-Deacon:  Amen.

Bishop:  And of the Holy Spirit.

Proto-Deacon:  Amen.

Then the Bishop putteth upon him the short chasuble, again maketh, thrice, with his hand, the sign of the cross upon his head, and reciteth this Prayer:

O Lord God Almighty, elect this thy servant (these thy servants), and sanctify him (them); and enable him (them), with all wisdom and understanding, to exercise the study and reading of thy divine words, preserving him (them) in blamelessness of life.

Through the mercies and bounties and love towards mankind of thine Only-begotten Son, with whom also thou art blessed, together with thine all-holy, and good, and life-creating Spirit, now, and ever, and unto ages of ages.

Choir:  Amen.

And after the Prayer, the Bishop openeth the book of the Epistles upon the head of the Reader.  And the Sub-Deacons lead him from the Bishop, and place him in the middle of the Church, with his face to the east; and the book of the Epistles is given to him, and he readeth, a little, wheresoever it may chance to befall, and turning, he boweth to the Bishop thrice according to the rubric, and the Sub-Deacons divest him of the short chasuble.  Then the tunic is brought to the Bishop, and he signeth it with his hand, over the cross.  And he who hath been set apart (or ordained), having signed himself with the cross, kisseth the cross upon the tunic, and the hand of the Bishop:  And the Sub-Deacons vest him in the tunic; and the Bishop exhorteth him thus:
My son(s), the first degree in the Priesthood is that of Reader.  It behooveth thee (you) therefore, to peruse the divine Scriptures daily, to the end that the hearers, regarding thee (you) may receive edification; that thou (ye) in nowise shaming thine (your) election, mayest prepare thyself (may prepare yourselves) for a higher degree.  For by a chaste, holy and upright life thou shalt (ye shall) gain the favour of the God of loving-kindness, and shalt render thyself (shall render yourselves) worthy of a greater ministry, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom be glory unto ages of ages.  Amen.

Then shall the Bishop say:

Blessed is the Lord.  Lo, the servant (s) of God, ____, is (are) become a Reader (Readers) of the most holy Church of ____:  In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Choir:  Amen.

Then the Bishop giveth him (or them) a shrine-lamp, and he standeth (they stand) before the Bishop with the lamp, in the appointed place.
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ORDER FOR THE ORDINATION 

OF A 

SUB-DEACON 
If the Candidate is to receive the Laying-on of Hands to the sub-Diaconate on the same day, after he hath been invested with the tunic, the Sub-Deacons bring the dalmatic and the dalmatic-girdle (that is the stole) to the Bishop.  And when the Bishop hath signed the girdle with the cross, and he who is to receive Ordination hath kissed it, and the hand of the Bishop, they gird him therewith.  And the Bishop signeth him with his hand, in the form of a cross; after which the Archpriest saith:
Let us pray to the Lord.
And the Bishop laying his hand on the Candidate’s head, reciteth the following Prayer:

O Lord our God, who, through one and the same Holy Spirit distributing gifts of grace to each one of those whom thou hast chosen, hast given to thy Church divers Orders; who, through thine inscrutable providence hast appointed degrees of ministry therein, for the service of thy holy, spotless Mysteries; and who, through thine ineffable foreknowledge, hast ordained this thy servant to be worthy to serve in thy Holy Church:  Do thou, the same Lord, preserve him uncondemned in all things.  And grant that he may love the beauty of thy house, stand before the doors of thy holy Temple, and kindle the lamps in the tabernacle of thy glory.  And plant him in thy holy Church like a fruitful olive-tree, which bringeth forth the fruits of righteousness.  And make him thy perfect servant in the time of thine advent, that he may receive the recompense of those who are well-pleasing in thy sight.  For thine are the kingdom and the power and the glory, of the Father, and of the son, and of the Holy Spirit, now, and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen.

And after the prayer, the Sub-Deacons give the ewer  and basin to him who is to receive the Laying-on of Hands,and lay a towel on his shoulders.  And the Bishop washeth his hands.  And he who is to be ordained Sub-Deacon poureth water over the hands of the hands of the Bishop.  Then he and the Sub-Deacons kiss the hand of the Bishop and depart to their appointed place.  And he who is to be ordained Sub-Deacon standeth, holding the ewer and basin, with the towel, until the Cherubimic Hymn.  And he saith secretly:
Holy God,Holy Mighty,…(3x).  Glory…now, and ever,…O all-holy Trinity,…Lord, have mercy. (3x)  Our Father, who art in heaven,…For thine is the kingdom,…Lord, have mercy.  (3x)  I believe in one God,…

Pardon, remit, forgive, O God, our transgressions, both voluntary and involuntary, whether of word or of deed, whether of knowledge or of ignorance, whether of the day or of the night, whether of the mind or of the intentions:  forgive us all, forasmuch as thou art good and lovest mankind.

And if he desireth to say anything further, he doth so secretly.

At the time of the Cherubimic Hymn, he is led in front of the Holy Doors, to the Bishop:  and the Bishop washeth his hands, according to the rite, and saith the Prayer.  Then he signeth the water, wetteth his eyes and ears, nostrils,and lips.  And at the Great Entrance, the Candidate for Holy Orders walketh behind all the clergy.  Then the Bishop saith:

And may the mercy of the great God, and of our Saviour Jesus Christ, be with you all.

And after the Exclamation he is led into the Sanctuary by the Sub-Deacons, according to the rubric, and having received the Bishop’s blessing, he taketh his stand with the Sub-Deacons.
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ORDER FOR THE ORDINATION 
OF A 
DEACON 
After the Bishop has said the ekphonesis: “And the mercies of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, shall be with all of you.”, [two Sub-Deacons take the candidate to the middle of the church, with one hand on his neck and with the other holding his hands; and they bow him as low as possible. One Deacon in the Sanctuary says:

Command. 

They bring the candidate forward and bow him down again; and another Deacon says:

Command.

They bring him near the Holy Doors and bow him low before the Bishop, who is seated on his small throne in front of the Altar, slightly to the left. The Proto-Deacon says:
Command, Most Reverend Master. 

Then the Sub-Deacons leave him who is to be ordained at the Holy Doors.  Then two Deacons come from the Sanctuary and take the one who is to be ordained Deacon and bow him before the Bishop.  Then the Bishop signs him with his hand in the form of a cross, and they bring him into the Sanctuary, circling the Altar kissing the four corners of the Holy Altar, and Epigonation and the hand of the Bishop as they sing the following Troparia, [which are repeated by the Choir]:
Tone 7. 

Holy Martyrs, who fought the good fight and received your crowns: Entreat ye the Lord that our souls may be saved. 

Again, the candidate circles the Altar, each time kissing the four corners of the Altar and knee of the Bishop on his Epigonation.
Glory to thee , O Christ-God, the Apostles’ boast, the Martyrs’ joy, whose preaching was the consubstantial Trinity. 

Again, the candidate circles the Altar, each time kissing the four corners of the Altar and knee of the Bishop on his Epigonation.
Tone 5. 

Rejoice, O Isaiah! A Virgin is with child, and shall bear a Son, Emmanuel, both God and man; and Orient is His name; whom magnifying  we call the Virgin blessed. 

Then he approaches the Bishop and is signed three times on the head, and bowing down before the Holy Altar, thrice, saying:

O God, have mercy upon me a sinner.

Then the one to be ordained leans his forehead [on his hands, which he has laid crossed and palms downward on the Holy Altar and bends his right knee. Then the Bishop lays the end of his stole upon his head, and blesses him twice, upon the head, and when the Proto-Deacon has exclaimed

Let us attend.

The Bishop, with his right hand placed on his head, says:

The grace divine, which always healeth that which is infirm and completes that which is wanting, elevateth, through the laying-on of hands, ______, the most devout Sub-Deacon, to be a Deacon. Wherefore, let us therefore pray for him, that the grace of the All-Holy Spirit may come upon him. 

And at once “Lord, have mercy” is chanted three times by those in the Sanctuary and by those outside. The Bishop signs his head three times, and when the Deacon has said:

Let us pray to the Lord

The Bishop, with his hand on his head  blesses him, thrice, praying in a low voice:

O Lord our God, who by Thy foreknowledge dost send down the fullness of the Holy Spirit upon those who are ordained by Thine inscrutable power to be Thy servitors, and to administer Thy spotless Sacraments:  Do Thou, the same Sovereign Master, preserve also this man, whom Thou hast been pleased to ordain, through me, by the Laying-on of Hands, to the service of the Diaconate, in all soberness of life, holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. Vouchsafe unto him the grace which Thou didst grant unto Stephen, Thy first Martyr, whom, also, Thou didst call to administer after Thy pleasure the degree which it hath seemed good to Thee to confer upon him.  And manifest him as wholly Thy servant. 

For Thine are the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen.

Then the Proto-Deacon says in a low voice the following Litany:
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

For the peace from on high and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the holy Churches of God, and for the union of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

For our Archbishop ___ (Metropolitan ___, Bishop ___), for his Priesthood, for help, continuance, peace, health, salvation and for the work of his hands, let us pray to the Lord. 

For the servant of God, ____, who has now received the Laying-on of hands to be a Deacon, and for his salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

That our God who loves mankind will grant that his Diaconate may be without spot or blemish, let us pray to the Lord. 

For our God-loving and God-protected country, the United States of America, for the President, for the government and Armed Forces, and for all her people, for our God-loving and God-protected Ancestral Homeland, Ukraine, and all her people, let us pray to the Lord.
For this city, for every city, town and village, and for the faithful who dwell in them, let us pray to the Lord. 

For favorable weather, an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and temperate seasons, let us pray to the Lord. 

For those who travel by land, air or water, for the sick, the suffering, for those in captivity, and for their safety and salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger and constraint, let us pray to the Lord. 

Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by your grace. 

Commemorating our all-holy, pure, most blessed and glorious Lady, Birth-giver of God and Ever-Virgin Mary, with all the Saints, let us entrust ourselves and one another and our whole life to Christ our God.
While this is being said the Bishop, keeping his hand on the head of the candidate, prays as follows in a low voice:

O God our Saviour, who by Thine incorruptible voice didst appoint unto Thine Apostles the law of the Diaconate, and didst manifest the first Martyr, Stephen to be one of the same; and didst proclaim him the first who should exercise the office of Deacon, as it is written in Thy Holy Gospel: Whosoever desireth to be first among you, let him be your servant: Do Thou O Master of all men, fill also this Thy servant, whom Thou hast graciously permitted to enter upon the ministry of a Deacon, with all faith, and love, and power, and holiness, through the inspiration of Thy holy and life-giving Spirit; for not by through the Laying-on of my hands, but through the visitation of Thy rich bounties, is grace bestowed upon Thy worthy ones:  That he, being devoid of all sin, may stand blameless before Thee in the terrible Day of Thy Judgment, and receive the unfailing reward of Thy promise. 

For Thou art our God, and unto Thee do we ascribe glory, to the Father and to the Son, and the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 

Choir:  Amen

The Bishop places the Orarion of the newly ordained on his left shoulder, saying:
Axios!  (He is worthy!) 

And this is chanted three times by those in the Sanctuary, and three times by the Choir.
Then the Bishop gives him the Cuffs, likewise saying:
Axios!  (He is worthy!) 

And this is chanted three times by those in the Sanctuary, and three times by the Choir.
Then the Bishop gives him a Fan, likewise saying:
Axios!  (He is worthy!) 

And this is chanted three times by those in the Sanctuary, and three times by the Choir.
The newly ordained, taking the Fan, stands on the right-hand side of the Holy Altar and fans above the Holy Gifts.
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ORDER FOR THE ORDINATION 
OF A 
PRESBYTER
After the Cherubimic Hymn hath finished, he who is to be ordained Priest is led by an Archdeacon, or another Deacon, the candidate is led to the middle of the church, with one hand on his neck and with the other holding his hands; and they bow him as low as possible. One Deacon in the Sanctuary says:

Command. 

They bring the candidate forward and bow him down again; and another Deacon says:

Command.

They bring him near the Holy Doors and bow him low before the Bishop, who is seated on his small throne in front of the Altar, slightly to the left. The Proto-Deacon says:
Command, Most Reverend Master. 

They bring him near the Holy Doors and bow him low before the Bishop, who is seated on his small throne in front of the Altar. Then they let him go and two Presbyters, the first and second in rank, come from the Sanctuary and take the one who is to be ordained Presbyter, who is standing on the Solea, and bring him into the Sanctuary, circling the Altar as they sing the following Troparia, [which are repeated by the Singers]:
Tone 7. 

Holy Martyrs, who fought the good fight and received your crowns: Entreat ye the Lord that our souls may be saved. 

Again, the candidate circles the Altar, each time kissing the four corners of the Altar and knee of the Bishop on his Epigonation.
Glory to thee, O Christ-God, the Apostles’ boast, the Martyrs’ joy, whose preaching was the consubstantial Trinity. 

Again, the candidate circles the Altar, each time kissing the four corners of the Altar and knee of the Bishop on his Epigonation.
Tone 5. 

Rejoice, O Isaiah! A Virgin is with child, and shall bear a Son, Emmanuel, both God and man; and Orient is His name; whom magnifying  we call the Virgin blessed. 

Then he who is to be ordained bendeth both knees, and placeth his brow between his palms crossed upon the Holy altar, and the Bishop layeth the end of his stole upon the head of him whois to receive the Laying-on of Hands, and blesseth him, thrice upon the head.  And when the principle Priest hath said:
Let us attend.

The Bishop, laying his hand upon his head, pronounceth, aloud, in the hearing of all those who stand in the Church:
The grace divine, which always healeth that which is infirm and completes that which is wanting, elevateth, through the laying-on of hands, ______, the most devout Deacon, to be a Priest. Wherefore, let us therefore pray for him, that the grace of the All-Holy Spirit may come upon him. 

And at once “Lord, have mercy” is chanted three times by those in the Sanctuary and by those outside. The Bishop signs his head three times, and when the Deacon has said:

Let us pray to the Lord

The Bishop, with his hand on his head  blesses him, thrice, praying in a low voice:

O God, who hast no beginning and no ending; who art older than every created thing; who crownest with the name of Presbyter those whom thou deemest worthy to serve the word of thy truth in the divine ministry of this degree:  Do thou, the same Lord of all men, deign to preserve in pureness of life and in unswerving faith this man also, upon whom, through me, thou hast graciously been pleased to lay hands.  Be favourably pleased to grant unto him the great grace of thy Holy Spirit, and make him wholly thy servant, in all things acceptable unto thee, and worthily exercising the great honours of the priesthood which thou hast conferred upon him by thy prescient power.

For thine is the majesty, and thine are the kingdom and the power and the glory, of the Father, and of the son, and of the Holy Spirit, now, and ever, and unto ages of ages.

Choir:  Amen. 

And the Proto-Deacon saith, in a low voice: 
Let us pray to the Lord.

Then the Priest, in a low voice, reciteth the Litany of Peace:
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

For the peace from on high and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the holy Churches of God, and for the union of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

For our Archbishop ___ (Metropolitan ___, Bishop ___), for his Priesthood, for help, continuance, peace, health, salvation and for the work of his hands, let us pray to the Lord. 

For the servant of God ____ who is now appointed Presbyter, and for his salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

That our God who loves mankind will grant that his Priesthood may be without spot or blemish, let us pray to the Lord. 

For our God-loving and God-protected country, the United States of America, for the President, for the government and Armed Forces, and for all her people, for our God-loving and God-protected Ancestral Homeland, Ukraine, and all her people, let us pray to the Lord.
For this city, for every city, town and village, and for the faithful who dwell in them, let us pray to the Lord. 

For favorable weather, an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and temperate seasons, let us pray to the Lord. 

For those who travel by land, air or water, for the sick, the suffering, for those in captivity, and for their safety and salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger and constraint, let us pray to the Lord. 

Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by your grace. 

Commemorating our all-holy, pure, most blessed and glorious Lady, Birth-giver of God and Ever-Virgin Mary, with all the Saints, let us entrust ourselves and one another and our whole life to Christ our God.
And the Bishop, blessing, thrice, him who is receiving Ordination, keepeth his hand on the Candidate’s head, and prayeth, secretly:
O God great in might and inscrutable in wisdom, marvelous in counsel above the sons of men:  Do thou, the same Lord, fill with the gift of thy Holy Spirit this man whom it hath pleased thee to advance to the degree of Priest; that he may be worthy to stand in innocency before thine Altar; to proclaim the Gospel of thy kingdom; to minister the word of thy truth; to offer unto thee spiritual gifts and sacrifices; to renew thy people through the laver of regeneration.  That when he shall go to meet thee, at the Second Coming of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, thine Only-begotten Son, he may receive the reward of a good steward in the degree committed unto him, through the plenitude of thy goodness.

For blessed and glorified is thine all-holy and majestic Name, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now, and ever, and unto ages of ages.

Choir:  Amen. 

Then they raise upthe Candidate, and bring the Priest’s stole; and taking the Deacon’s stole fromhim that hath received the Laying-on of Hands, the Bishop endueth him with the priestly stole, after he hath blessed it; and he that receiveth it kisseth it, and the hand of the Bishop.  And the Bishop layeth it about his neck, saying, loudly:
Axios!  (Worthy!)
And they within the Sanctuary sing the same:

Axios!  (Worthy!)  (3x)
And the Singers without, in both Choirs, sing also:

Axios!  (Worthy!)  (3x)
The Bishop then, in like manner, endueth him with the zone, and he kisseth it, and the hand of the Bishop, and girdeth himself.  And the Bishop saith:

Axios!  (Worthy!)
And they within the Sanctuary and they without do the same.

Thus they do also with the chasuble:  and with the Service-Book, which is given to him as his guide in the holy ministry; for he saith not from memory the Prayers, but readeth them.

Then they sing as usual, and the Priest who hath received the Laying-on of Hands goeth forth, after he hath kissed the Bishop’s stole and his hand, and kisseth the Archimandrites, and all his fellow-clergy, on the shoulder; and taketh his place among the Priests.
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THE OFFICE USED 

AT THE ELEVATION OF AN ARCHDEACON, 

OR A PROTO-DEACON
He that is to be raised to the Archdiaconate is led, by a Proto-Deacon and a Deacon, to the Reverend Bishop, in the middle of the Church, where the Bishop standeth, at the time when the Lesser Entrance with the book of the Holy Gospels is made.  And he boweth, thrice, before the Bishop, even to his girdle, and bendeth his head.  The the Bishop, sitting, maketh the sign of the cross, thrice, with his hand, upon his head; and rising, layeth his hand upon his head.  And when the Deacon hath said:
Let us pray to the Lord.

This Bishop reciteth the following Prayer:

O Master, Lord our God, who hast bestowed upon our race the Archdeaconship, granting, through thine unspeakable providence, that they who are endued therewith may order and serve thy Divine Mysteries as lesser ministers:  Do thou, the same Lord, endue with this grace of the Archdeaconship this thy servant, ____, and adorn him with thine integrity, to stand at the head of the Deacons of thy people, and to be an example of good to those who are under him.  Cause him to attain unto a ripe old age, that he may magnify thy glorious Name, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now, and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen.
Then the Bishop maketh the sign of the cross upon his head, saying:

Blessed is the Lord.  Lo, the servant of God, ____, becometh an Archdeacon (or a Proto-Deacon):  In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
And laying his hand upon the head of him that is elevated, the Bishop exclaimeth:

Axios!  (Thrice.)

And the Choir singeth, thrice:

Axios!  (Thrice.)
And then they enter the Sanctuary, according to the Ritual.
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THE FORM AND MANNER 

OF MAKING AN 

ARCHPRIEST
He who is to be advanced to the rank of Archpriest is conducted by a Proto-Deacon, or by two Deacons, to the Right Reverend Bishop, in the middle of the Church, at the time when the Little Entrance with the book of the Holy Gospels is made.  He boweth before the Bishop, even to the girdle, thrice, and bendeth his head.  And the Bishop, as he sitteth, signetth him, trice, upon the head, in cross-form, with his hand.  Then, rising, he layeth his hand upon the Priest’s head.  And after the Proto-Deacon hath said:
Let us pray to the Lord.

The Bishop saith the following Prayer:

O Master, Lord Jesus Christ, our God, who hast bestowed the priesthood upon our race, and hast endued us with the grace of this gift and honour, and hast appointed us who are duly devout to exercise command over the members of the Priesthood, and the other servitors in lesser degree of thy Mysteries: Endue thou now, also, with thy grace, our brother ____, and adorn him with integrity; that he may stand at the head of the Priests of thy people.  And endue him to set a good example to those who are with him; and graciously grant that he may attain, in piety and veneration, unto a good old age; and have mercy upon us all, inasmuch as thou art a good God.  For thou art the bestower of wisdom; and unto thee doth all creation sing praises unto ages of ages.
Then the Bishop signeth him upon the head with the sign of the cross, saying:

Blessed is the Lord.  Lo, the servant of God, ____, is made an Archpriest of God’s holy Church, ____:  In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Then, laying his hand upon the Priest’s head, the Bishop exclaimeth:

Axios!  (Thrice.)

And the Choir singeth, thrice:

Axios!  (Thrice.)

Then they place the Archpriest with the other clergy, according to their rank, and enter the Sanctuary through the Holy Door, and minister with the Clergy.
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THE OFFICE THAT IS USED 

AT THE INSTITUTION 

OF AN ABBOT
He who is to be elevated to the rank of Abbot is led by a Proto-Deacon, or by two Deacons, to the Bishop, in the middle of the church, where the Bishop standeth, at the time of the Lesser Entrance with the book of the Holy Gospels, if so be that the Bishop himself officiate at the Liturgy. But if not, then they bring to the Bishop his priestly stole, gauntlets and omofor and he vesteth himself where he standeth.  He who is to be advanced to the rank of Abbot is brought to his appointed place, and boweth low to the Bishop, even to his girdle, thrice, and bendeth his head.  And the Bishop, sitting, signeth his head, thrice, with his hand, in the form of a cross.  And rising, he layeth his hand upon his head; and when the Proto-Deacon hath said:
Let us pray to the Lord.

The Bishop reciteth the following Prayer:

O God, who ever exercisest divine foresight concerning the salvation of men, and hast gathered into one this reason-endowed flock:  Do thou, O Master of all, through thy boundless love for mankind, preserve the same spotless, ever keeping thy commandments, that not one sheep perish therefrom, or be devoured by the wolf.  And make this thy servant, whom thou hast been graciously pleased to set over it as Abbot, worthy of thy goodness; and adorn him with all virtues, that through his own deeds he may offer a good example to those who are subject unto him; that they, being moved to emulate his blameless life, may, with him, stand uncondemned before thy dread Judgment Seat.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now, and ever, and unto ages of ages.

Choir:  Amen.

Bishop:  Peace be with you all.

Choir:  And with thy spirit.

Proto-Deacon:  Bow your heads unto the Lord.

Choir:  To thee, O Lord.
Then the Bishop saith, secretly, the following Prayer:

Incline thine ear, O Lord, and hear our prayers; and cause this thy servant, the Abbot of this venerable habitation, to be a wise and faithful steward of the reason-endowed flock which, through thy grace, hath been entrusted unto him, working thy will in all things, and becoming worthy of thy heavenly kingdom.

Through the grace, and bounties, and love towards mankind of thine Only-begotten Son, with whom thou art blessed, together with thine all-holy, and good, and life-giving Spirit, now, and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen.
Then the Proto-Deacon saith, loudly:

Command, Master.
And the Bishop, also, with a loud voice:

The grace of the all-holy Spirit, at the hands of our humble person, promoteth thee to be Abbot of the honourable habitation of our Lord and God, and Saviour, Jesus Christ, ___ (if the Temple be dedicated to him); or of our most holy Sovereign Lady, the Mother of our Lord, ____ (if the Temple be dedicated to her); or of Saint _____ (if the Temple be dedicated to a Saint).
Then, laying his hand upon his head, the Bishop exclaimeth:

Axios!  (Thrice.)

And the Choir singeth, thrice:

Axios!  (Thrice.)

Then he who hath been invested with the office of Abbot kisseth the pall of the Bishop on the right, and on the left shoulder:  and being led away, he taketh his place with the other Abbots, according to their rank:  and they enter the Sanctuary through the Holy Door; and he ministereth with the other clergy, according to the Ritual.
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THE OFFICE USED 

AT THE ELEVATION 

OF AN ARCHIMANDRITE
He who is to be installed as Archimandrite is led by the Proto-Deacon, or by two Deacons, to the Bishop, in the middle of the Church, where the Bishop standeth, at the time of the Little Entrance with the book of the Holy Gospels, if the Bishop himself be the celebrant at the Divine Liturgy.  But if not, then they bring to the Bishop his priestly stole, his gauntlets, and his pall, and he vested himself where he standeth.  He who is to be installed as Archimandrite, being brought to his appointed place, boweth before the Bishop, even to his girdle, and bendeth his head.  And the Bishop, sitting, maketh thrice, with his hand, the sign of the cross over his head.  And if the Candidate for the rank of Archimandrite be already an Abbot, the Prayers of Elevation of an Abbot are not used, and the Proto-Deacon saith only, aloud:
Command, Master.
And the Bishop saith, in a loud voice:

The grace of the all-holy Spirit, through our humility promoteth thee to be Archimandrite of the venerable habitation of our Lord and God, and Saviour, Jesus Christ, ___ (if the Temple be dedicated to him); or of our most holy Sovereign Lady, the Birth-giver of God, ____ (if the Temple be dedicated to her); or of Saint _____ (if the Temple be dedicated to a Saint).

Then, laying his hand upon his head of him who is being elevated, the Bishop exclaimeth:

Axios!  (Thrice.)

And the Choir singeth, thrice:

Axios!  (Thrice.)

And if a mitre is to be conferred upon an Archimandrite, then, after the Little Entrance from the Sanctuary, with the book of the Holy Gospels, the Archimandrite is led to the Bishop.  And the Bishop saith no prayer, but only blesseth the Archimandrite with his hand.  And the Archimandrite kisseth the hand of the Bishop, and the mitre; and the mitre is then put upon the Archimandrite.  Then he is led away, and placed with the other Archimandrites and Abbots, according to his rank.  And they and they enter the Sanctuary through the Holy Door, and minister with the Clergy who are celebrating, according to the Ritual.
And at the end of the Divine Liturgy the Bishop, giving the Archimandrite (or Abbot) his pastoral staff, saith:

Take this staff and with it establish and rule thy flock:  seeing that thou must answer therefore to our Lord God, on the Day of Judgment.

Then the Bishop exhorteth him and his flock to the observance of their respective duties.
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THE END
GLORY TO GOD FOR ALL THINGS!

PAGE  
3

