Patriarch Joseph the All-Comely
A type of Christ
Patron of Texas Orthodox Prison Ministry

Joseph the All Comely was the penultimate1 of Patriarch Jacob’s 12 sons, and his
favorite. His very intricate and moving story is told in Genesis 37, and 39-56. Everyone
should familiarize themselves with his story.
His father fashioned a “coat of many colors” for Joseph. This, in addition to Joseph
telling his brothers about dreams that were not flattering to the brothers made them very
envious.
One day, when out in the field, all the brothers save Rueben (the eldest) and Benjamin,
who was yet to be born, conspired to kill Joseph. Rueben suggested that instead they
throw him into a pit, and wait to see what happened. He intended to come back later and
rescue Joseph, in the meantime, Joseph was sold into slavery in Egypt by some traders.
The brothers killed a sheep, and put its blood on Joseph’s coat, which they had taken
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from him previously, and told their father that Joseph had been torn to pieces by a wild
animal
He was a slave of Potiphar, an important man in Egypt. Potiphar’s wife made many
passes at Joseph, but he was chaste. One day, when Joseph was alone in the house, she
grabbed him, and he fled away naked. She made up a story about his advances, and
Joseph was thrown in prison.
In prison, he interpreted the dream Pharaoh’s butler and baker, and his interpretation
came true to the letter. The butler was restored to Pharaoh’s service, and the baker was
executed. The butler had promised to bring Joseph’s case before Pharaoh, but forgot until
Pharaoh had a dream that none of his wise men could interpret. The butler then
remembered Joseph, and he correctly interpreted the dream as prophesying seven years of
plenty, followed by seven years of famine.
Pharaoh put Joseph over all of Egypt, in order to prepare for the famine. When the famine
struck, Jacob sent his sons to get food in Egypt. Joseph recognized his brothers, but they
did not know him. After Benjamin also came to Egypt, much to the consternation of
Jacob, Joseph made himself known to his brothers in an incredibly emotional scene. Soon
thereafter, all of Jacob’s family moved to Egypt.
Joseph is a perfect patron for prisoners, as he was in prison. He is known for his purity,
courage and compassion.
Monday of Holy Week (the week before Pascha, called by some "Easter")
commemorates the blessed and Noble Joseph the All-Comely and the fig tree which was
cursed and withered by the Lord. Joseph is commemorated on this day because he is a
"type" of Christ (his life and personality resemble Christ in many ways and points to the
coming of Jesus Christ)
Joseph is a type of Christ.
There are many parallels between Joseph and our Lord Jesus Christ.
Joseph was a slave “in body”, and our Lord took on the form of a slave – humanity.
Joseph was sold into slavery because of the envy of his brothers for 20 pieces of silver –
Jesus the Savior was sold for thirty pieces of silver by his close copmanion, the unworthy
Apostle Judas, because of the envy of the Jewish rulers.
Joseph was cast in to a pit and later thrown into prison – our Lord Jesus Christ went into
the gloomy pit of Hell to save imprisoned humanity.
Joseph did not complain about his lot, our Lord was silent in the face of His accusers.
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Joseph was chaste when tempted by Potiphar’s wife, unlike the First Adam, who gave
into temptation, and the Second Adam (Jesus is called the "Second Adam") was perfectly
sinless and showed us the way to perfect chastity.
Joseph became Lord over Egypt (which represents sin), and Jesus Christ is Lord over all
of His human nature, making us capable of becoming Lords over our Egypt – our human
nature.
Joseph was immersed in a land with many temptations (especially since he became the
second greatest man in Egypt), an yet he remained chaste and good, and eventually saved
all his people, and our Lord was immersed in many temptations, and did not sin once, and
eventually made us capable of perfection.
He saved his people by feeding them bread in a time of famine. Jesus the Savior saves
mankind, and feeds them with the bread of heaven – His body and blood.

Kontakion and Ikos for Holy Monday Matins.
Kontakion Tone 8:
Jacob lamented the loss of Joseph, /
but his righteous son was seated in a chariot and honored as a king. /
For he was not enslaved to the pleasures of Egypt, /
but he was glorified by God who sees the hearts of men //
and bestows on them a crown incorruptible.
Ikos: Let us now add our lamentation to the lamentation of Jacob,
and let us weep with him for Joseph, his wise and glorious son who
was enslaved in body but kept his soul free from bondage, and
became lord over all Egypt. For God grants unto his servants a crown
incorruptible.

1 "Penultimate" means "second to the last". The penultimate number in the series of
numbers from 1 to 10 is 9.
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